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August 31, 2021 

 

Heyworth Citizens- 

 
Over the last five years, and particularly the months of June and July of this year, the Heyworth area has experienced 
significant storm events resulting in record setting rainfalls and subsequent flooding.  Many parts of the Heyworth drainage 
system were overwhelmed by the sheer volume of water in such a short period of time.  This resulted in many citizens 
experiencing basement flooding.  It also resulted in damage to Village streets, parks, and other facilities. 
 
Appropriately and not surprisingly, many citizens have been asking what, if anything, has been done and will be done to 
improve our drainage system to minimize flooding in the future.  The intent of this communication is to provide the 
community with more details on this topic; what has been done and what is planned. 
 
Drainage issues is not a new topic for the Village.  The Village Board and Administration have completed several drainage 
improvement projects and has several planned projects as a part of our five-year budget plan.  Some examples of recent 
projects include: 
 

• W. Sullivan Street Storm Sewer, 2015 (300’ of 12” and 18” Storm Sewer) 

• Delane Drive Outlet Storm Sewer, 2015 (140’ of 18” Storm Sewer) 

• Poland Street Outlet Sewer, 2017 (800' of 24" Storm Sewer) 

• Indian Knolls Culvert Replacements, 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2021 

• 300 N Rd Culvert Replacements and Ditch Work, 2018 

• Coomer Court Storm Sewer Replacement, 2018 (670’ of 24” Storm Sewer) 

• South Buchanan Street Storm Sewer, 2019 (450' of 12" Storm Sewer) 

• Main Street Storm Sewer, 2018 (120' of 12" Storm Sewer)  

• Waveland Ave, 2020 (180' of 18" Storm Sewer and Custom Precast Drop Structure, 1,000' of Ditch Grading) 

• Hillside Subdivision, 2020 (120' of 12" Storm Sewer, replace failed pipe) 

• North Street Ditch Cleaning and Shaping, 2021 
 
It has become apparent to the Village Board and Administration that the increased frequency of significant rainfall events is a 
trend that needs to be addressed appropriately.  Our future plans for drainage improvement projects need to be accelerated 
and/or the scope of the projects need to be expanded.  We are working on the scope, timing, and funding of a multifaceted 
plan that will reduce the impacts of future flooding events.  However, we are not waiting for a “perfect” plan.  Some issues 
are known, and the Village is taking action now to address them.  Some of these solutions will directly impact residents more 
than others. 
 
One of the items that the Village is observing with increasing alarm is the amount of storm water that ends up in the sanitary 
sewer system.  This water is either entering the system through illegal direct connections such as a sump pump discharge, 
downspouts, or foundation drains, or through more difficult to trace problems such as broken pipes, bad joints, or leaking 
basements.  The following describes these issues in more detail and ways the Village intends to mitigate or resolve them and 
other drainage to minimize future impacts. 
 

1. Identify and eliminate illegal connections to the Sanitary Sewer.  By law, sump pumps and downspouts cannot be 

connected to the sanitary sewer.  Sanitary sewers are not designed to carry the large volumes of clean water that a 

sump pump or downspout discharges and there is no need to spend the money to treat clean water from a sump 

pump or downspout.  If you are unsure of where your sump pump discharges, you can call Village Hall and schedule 
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a time for a member of the public works staff to help you determine where your sump discharges.  There is no cost 

for this investigation and illegal connections found during a voluntary inspection will not be subject to fines if 

promptly corrected. 

 

If adequate reduction in sewer flows due to the elimination of illegal connections is not achieved voluntarily, the 

Village may have to require sump pump discharge inspections of all properties to ensure compliance with Illinois 

Environmental Protection Agency requirements.  The Village will also be conducting smoke tests to find illegal 

downspout connections.  Illegal connections found during a mandatory inspection will result in fines.  This is 

something that the Village would like to avoid, if possible, so your assistance is greatly appreciated.  

 

2. Identify and fix leaking sewer pipes and manholes.  The Village has started and will continue to undertake a more 

comprehensive investigation of the sanitary sewer pipes to identify defects and problems.  This will be a multi-step 

process that will start with smoke testing to help identify problem areas and televising to confirm the type of 

problem so that a repair method can be determined, and the problem areas fixed.  Initial investigations have already 

located faulty joints and failed pipe.  The nature of the repair will determine if Village Staff makes the repair or if the 

work is contracted out.  Village staff has been sealing manholes where joint leaks have been found and will continue 

to work on this as time allows.  This work is slow and labor intensive and it will take time to produce meaningful 

results. 

 

Areas that will be subjected to smoke testing will be given ample notice prior to the work starting.  This work will 

also be coordinated with the Fire Department.  The smoke should not enter your home, but if it does, it could 

indicate a significant, potentially dangerous plumbing problem in your home that requires immediate attention of a 

plumber.  The smoke we use is non-toxic and non-staining but may cause eye irritation and breathing difficulty for 

those individuals with other respiratory concerns.  In some areas, this will require Village Staff to enter back yards as 

that is where the sanitary sewers and easements are located. 

 

3. Replacing and upgrading outdated and overloaded storm drainage.  Many of the original storm sewers in the 

Village started off as field tiles and additional storm drainage loads were added to them to the point that they are 

now undersized for the flows that are presented to them.  The Village has several drainage improvement projects 

planned to alleviate some of the current drainage problems that currently exist.  Currently, the following projects 

are planned: 

a. Arrowhead-Kickapoo Storm Sewer approved by the Village Board on 8/19/21. (Affected residents will 

receive a separate letter with more information about this project shortly) 

b. Joselyn Street Storm Sewer 

c. Newton-Poland Street Storm Sewer 

d. Poland-Emery-Cole Storm Sewer 

e. Hollie Drive Drainage 

 

The Village was fortunate to be allocated a sizeable funding allotment from the American Rescue Plan that will help 

pay for some of these projects and the Village has been reserving funds for others; however, this funding and our 

current Storm Water Utility funds are not adequate to cover all of the identified projects and needed improvements 

at this time.  We continue to explore various eligible funds and fundings sources to help finance the unfinanced 

projects. 

It is the hope of the Village that these actions will produce meaningful flood mitigation results and in time prevent further 

losses for Village residents.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact Village Hall at (309)-473-2811. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

David W. Shafer, P.E., P.L.S. 

Director of Public Works 


